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This Writer propoſes PLAIN RADICAL REMEDIES, not 


only for the Evils now complained of, but for the Abuſes intro- 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 


0 Tits: Writer, having 9 only his 
Lordſhip's Pamphlet on the Subject of 
Tythes, it cannot be expected from him 
to enter deeply into the Hiſtory of their 
Origin: he acknowledges himſelf igno- 
rant on that Head, and means only to 
give Birth to the Impreſſions made on 
is Mind in reading that Pamphlet, 
and follow (to the beſt of his Judg- 
ment) the Dictates of Reaſon on the 
plain Ground of the preſent Situation of. 


Things in Ireland, viz. Pofitts rebus - - / * | 


ut nunc ſunt, 


Expediency, not the Diſcuſſion of 
Rights by Retroſpect, is his Object. It 
ſo happened that, in the Year 178. 3, he 
publiſhed hisT houghts concerning Mr. 
" Grattan and Flood. He uniformly op- 

poſed the Obloquy then in Faſhion, 
againſt the Farther: 15 his Publications 


ſeem a Sort of Prediction of that Gen- 
g is 0” tleman' 8 


1 
tleman's Triumph over giddy popular 


Cenſure. 


He afterwards publiſhed, in June, 
1784, his Thoughts on the then faſhi- 
onable Balloon Rage; and the preſent 
Fall of that Chimera verifies his Con- 
jectures. 


In the ſame = Sing he publiſhed 3 
circulated a Writing againſt Lottery 
Madneſs while in its Hot-fit ; and the 
preſentAbatement of that Inſanity, pro- 
| miles the Approach of a lucid Interval. 


Thus encouraged, this Writer now 
offers his Thoughts on Eccleſiaſtical 
 Pomp and Pride, and on other Subjects. 
He thinks it neceſſary to inform the 
Reader, that it was the third Edition of 
the Biſhop's Pamphlet which he hap- 
pened to-read: he met it but lately, and 


his Remarks upon it are Paragraph by 


Paragraph; ſo that the Production and 
the Remarks ought to be read and con- 


ſideted e . 
1 905 This 


TY 


This Writer, (tho' unaffectedly hum- 
ble in his Nature) would deem himſelf 
blameable if he did not, upon this Oc- 
caſion, openly impart his Thoughts to 
the Publick : Valeant quantum valere 
PHPoſſunt. His Intentions and Sincerity, at 
leaſt, muſt appear by the Writing itſelf. 
He ha thro' a ſettled Reſpect for Le- 
giſlature and Government, deferred to 
publiſh this Writing, until he ſhould be 
informed of a Law being enacted for the 
Reſtraint of popular Fury: and, being 
informed that ſuch is now ee he 
thinks every Nerve in this Kingdom 
ought to be exerted to render it effectu- 
al ; yet preſumes to hope that the Sub- 
je& of Tything will be again taken Up 
by Legiſlature, at a Proper Tn". 


TEMPERATE, UNBORROWED 


ANIMADFYERSIONS, 


ON THE PAMPHLET, LATELY PUBLISHED 
| 1 * N 
RICHARD, n1smoy oF CLOYNE, 


ON THE SUBJECT or 


WW 


On the IntroduBion of his Lordſhip's 


| Pamphlet. 


J E obſerve that the great Truth of 
pure Religion, being mainly condu- 
cive to the Happineſs of Society, is ſcarcely 
ever denied, even by the Irreligious; but we 
are of Opinion, that every Religion, or Mode 
of Worſhip, is faulty in exact Proportion as 
it deviates from, or contravenes the great 
Law of Nature called Reaſon, which, though 
it ſpeaks no particular Language, yet is un- 
| B derſtood 
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„ 
derſtood by all, and is indubitably the Guide 
that God gave to Mankind, in the Purſuit of 
Happineſs, 1 | 

His Lordſhip's diſcountenancing any In- 
novation in religious Matters, ſeems to us 
rather rafh ; as every Improvement muſt de- 
pend on Innovation of ſome Kind, and the 
Commands of God, viz. the Scriptures, being 
in the Language of Men, a Variety of Con- 
ſtructionson his Words muſt ever remain un- 
avoidable. Reaſon is the beſt Interpreter; for, 
who can poſitively dare to ſay that he has 
Divine Grace or Revelation. 

The Americans, tho'. making a new Ex- 
periment, may, for any thing we can yet 
know, be right in their particular Mode of 
feperating Religion from Civil Polity; and 
his L——p will. be pleaſed to recollect, that 
Sir Thomas Moore, Biſhop Fiſher, and Num- 
bers of others, who ſuffered: even Death in 
Defence of Popery, argued as he does againſt 
Innovation. che >" was venerable in their 
Eyes, and they predicted Zvzls from Novelty, 
which never ſince happened ; yet they were 
bright and very good Men, tho' not bleſſed 
with the Gift of Prophecy, for the very Rever /e 
of what” they foretold and died to ſupport, 
happened in Conſequence of the Reformation: 

they too urged State Policy as ſome of the 

- Motives for ſacrificing their Lives. But let 
us now, for the Purpoſe, admit, that the eſta - 
bliſhed Proteſtant Church of Ireland is in /ome 

Danger, if not amended. -Quezre. May not 

that Church bear ſome: cautious Amendment 

? b 85 


8 | 
or Change, without its being e/entally in 
Danger of total Extirpation ?—ls the Mode of 
Maintenance by Tythes, an Eſſential of Re- 


ligion ?—And may not a furface Amendment 
ſave a great Ship ? 1 


On the iſt Section con ſiſting of eleven Paregraphs. 
2 A io Paragraph iſt. 
We will, in order to avoid the Int ricacy of 


Diſquiſition, alſo admit that States did wiſely 
interwave Religion with Politicks; and why 


not, when it was clear that Religion conduced 
to worldly Happineſs, which is the natural 


Object of Politicks, as governed by Reaſon ? 


His Lordſhip's Inſtances and Proofs are drawn 
however from deſpot States chiefly, andfrom 


a fewſtruggling Republicks ; but we humbly 


propoſe the following Oneſtion to his L—p, 
O. Which 1s onr Kingdom to be now con- 


ſidered as a deſpotick or as a free State, for 
-. ſome have called our Sovereign an hereditary 


Doge, or firſt Magiſtrate? 

We admit, that Epiſcopacy was congruous 
(alias convenient) to the deſpot Princes of 
Germany ; tho' fome of them were perhaps 
under a Degree of cobweb Controul, as the 


King of France now is to his Parliament : 


and we humbly aſk, did thoſe Deſpots divide 
their Power with their Biſhops as ſupple Coad- 


Jutors inthe Tyranny? Were they thus bribed, 


when Denmark loſt her Liberty; or, did not 
the Maſs of the People countenance this Di- 
viſion of Power, in the Hope, that the Clergy 


would prove ſome Clogg or Counterpoiſe on 


1 the 


* 


| 
| 
| 


e 


the Deſpotiſm of a ſingle Sovereign ? Religi- 
on, when po/izrcally conſidered, muſt vary 


occaſionally, becauſe Politicks muſt do fo. 


On the 2d. Paragraph. 


We obſerve, that, while the Crown of Eng- 
land was arbitrary, or very nearly ſo, (as was 
the Caſe at every Period antecedent to Wil- 
liam the Third,) the Church and the State 
wcre-intimately connected; but we are again 


' afraid, that this Union, or rather Confederacy, 
was on the ſame Principle or Motive with 


that of the aforeſaid German Princes, viz. 
to ſupport Deſpotiſm, and was countenanced 
by the People, who hoped it would be occa- 
ſionally a Check on the Deſpot; for even 
William, the great Reformer, Innovator and 
Amender of our Conſtitution, tottered on the 
Throne, while hereditary Right, (that occa- 
ſional Bug- bear) ſtared him in the Face, and he 
needed every Prop againſt ſo popular aTopick. 


Noone pretends now-a-days to juſtify Crom- 


well's Rebellion, (that Doctrine might bedan- 
gerous) tho every one knows in his Heart, it 
was productive. in its Conſequences of our 


much admrred preſent Conſtitution, It is true, 


it wiped away the Sacred Ointment from the 
Heads of Kings, and was therefore a wild 
wicked Plant; yet his L—p will now pleaſc 


. to taſte the Fruits it bears, for they are palat- 


able, and theſe Realms have pronounced 
them even Glorious. 6 


* 9 


— 


3 
On the za. Paragraph. 

We obſerve thu King William aboliſhed 
Prelacy in Scotland thro” Prudence, yet eſta- 
bliſhed it in England and Ireland on the ſame 
Motive, namely Prudence; for his Throne 
was fte a which he well knew: and here 

the Principle of the boaſted Union ad 
confuſed, 

But, as to James the Firit, he deteſted every 
Idea of civil Liberty, and therefore clung 
naturally toa high Church, in order toenforce 
the whole Virtue of the Sacred Oil on his Pe- 
dant Head, of which he, like other Princes, 
lent a few Drops to his Biſhops. 

On the 4th. Paragraph. 
We obſerve that the reverend Author of 
the Pamphlet, means, and we hope with the 
beſt of Intentions, to impreſs a ſalutary Fear 
on the Hearts of the Proprietors of Land ; by 
which he hopes, no doubt, to promote a firm 
Alliance between them and Epiſcopacy : but 
we are certain that his L—p, as a true Lover 
of Chriſtianity, the moſt beneficent of Religi- 
ons, means a muddling not a wealthy Epiſco- 
pacy z becauſe he perfectly knows the Efficacy 
of Chtiſtian Doctrines coming from an humble 
Apoſtolical Preacher, (for Chriſt was alſo 
humble and poor) to be much greater, than if 
coming from a gg and pampered one ; his 
th p would aſſuredly rather have g 
than proud domineering Preachers. | 
1 5 On the 5th. Paragraph. 
Me honeſtly own, that the Ovtrages of the 
128 and Right Roys, cauſe us to ſhudder, 
B 3 | and 
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and fi incerely to wiſh them repreſſed ; but we 
humbly think the ſanguinary Meaſures his 
L——p hints, to be top ſevere, as the Inſur- 
rents are univerſally ſtiled and allowed to be a 
eluded Mob ; for affuredly Delufion be ſpeaks 
Merc 

fodfirenes to all Religions, which his Lp 
juſtly complains of here, as the Temper of the 
Times, is the very Circumſtance that renders 
the preſent Commotions, the leſs dangerous - 
to the State. A headleſs Rebellion, unani- 
mated with religious Fanaticiſm, wuſt be as 
a Carcaſs devoid of Nerves; and beſide, no 
headleſs Monſter can be very dangerous. 


On the 6th. Paragraph. | 
We obſerve that Magiſtrates are charged 


with Negligence, and in Truth, we believe 
them intimidated from doing their Duty; for 
every Man's Perſon, his Pro e his Houſe, 
Cattle, &c. are in Danger, if they oppoſe the 
Madneſs of the Populace; yet to let the Mul- 
titude perceive their own Strength, is one of 
the moſt dreadful Evils in Society, and, in a 
Caſe like this, Government is afraid indeed; 
but it is a Fear to comply, that juſtly reſtrains 
them, even tho they ſhould admit the Griev- 
ance to exiſt / becauſe ſuch Compliance muſt 
tend to augment the Inflammation, and end in 
unſpeakable Miſchief; yet ſomething muſt 
be done to remedy the preſent Outrages, and 
we will impart our Occurrence on this Sub- 
ie in the Courſe of theſe Obſervations. The 
Truth ſeems to be, that Chriſtianity has been 
vou rded all over the World: —it bas oor 
ed, 


150 


ed, and is now dying, of a Malady which we 
will call Rich and iu ef Clergy; for Chriſtian 
Prieſts ougbt to be, neither Rich, (as ſome 
eſtabliſhed ones are) nor yet mean and beggar- 
ly, as many Iriſh Prieſts are: Envy attends 
the former of theſe, and Contempt the latter ; 
between them both, Religion periſhes, 77 
Ireland at leaſt; and this is the great Rock 
that the Happineſs of this Nation ſplits upon; 
for, who in theſe Times regards even the 
Sanctity of an Oath, on which Live, PRo- 
PERTY and CHARACTER muſt depend? ; 


On the 1th. Paragraph. 


We oblerve and admit, that the Aſcendancy 
of Proteſtantiſm in Ireland, is moſt undenia- 
bly the ine qua non of national Happineſs, 

and that a Connection with Britain ſeems at - 
preſent the ſine qua non of that Aſcendancy ; 
but we humbly aſk his L——p, is it certain 
that Britain would ſeriouſly fall out with us, 
for our having middling, humble, and  exem- 
plary Clergy ?—In England his L—p allows, 
that the Pariſhioners in general are Proteſ- 
tants—in Ireland they are, for the moſt Part, 
of different Religions, who out-number the 
Proteſtants in the Proportion of ſix or ſeven 
to one, who never hear the Prayers or Preach- 
ings which they pay for, (or zhink they pay 
| tor) and we aſk his L—p, with due Deference, 
does he in good earneſt think, that a Syſtem 
| of Tything, which on the Face of it ſeems ſo 
| abſurd, can be a permanent one in this King- 
dom; can ſuch be attended with chriſtian 
Peace or Harmony? He has too good an Un- 


derſtanding 


68) 


derſtanding coo/ly to expect it, becanſe it is 
againſt the natural Grain of Human Affairs; 
and, on this Ground, we take leave to aſk, is 
there a ſenſible and humane Proteſtant, who 
would not wiſh ſome Change of Syſtem, ſome 
Commutation to take place, in that Line ? 
Here we obſerve, that Romaniſts are charged 
by his L—p, with a Degree of Popiſh Zeal, 
which in theſe enlightened Times, they aſ- 
ſuredly have not, for the general chriſtian 
Tepidity. is already admitted; but here his 
L——p charges Preſbyterians with diſ- 
approving every eſtabliſhed Church what- 
ſoever—and may not that Diſſent from the 
high Prieſthood, operate in ſome Degree 
towards making them good Chriſtians, of the 
primitive Stamp, and thereby revivegdagguiſh- 
ing Chriſtianity ? No Eccleſiaſticks, ſays his 
Ip, except the eftab/i/hed Chitrch, are 
entitled to national Confidence; and we hitm- 
_ - - ' bly aſk, are the Scotch Clergy too to be drega- 
AY eld. as being no royal Confidants ? We believe 
his L——p means Confidence of the Crown, 
not national Confidence; for, in- truth, our ? 
King has a well placed Reliance on his ſpi- © - 
ritual Lords, who are faid to go thro' thick * 
and thin, if order to make him truly fove- + 
reign, and God has bleſſed their pious En- 


* 


dea vours, has heard their Supplications in 
his Favour, but he happens, providentially, 
to be no bad King. | 
Sar #7: On the Sth. Paragraph. © 
It is obſervable, that his L—p, is ſtudi- 
. ouſly civil to the Preſbyterians, as if there 
. | | was 
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was Danger of their cloſing with the Ro- 
maniſts to aboliſh Tythes; but there is no 
ſuch Danger, tho' the Ground of Complaint 
in that reſpectable Body, is perhaps more juſt 
than that of the Romaniſts, who have often 
offended, and who ſet up Infallibility. The 
Preſbytery content themſelves with ſetting 
the Example of primitive Chriſtian Modera- 
tion, attended with a temperate Zove of 
Liberty; but we humbly think it would be 
more generous and ſafer not to build too frec- 
ly on the Patience of ſuch Brethren. _ 

His L——p ftrongly diſſuades the Ad- 
miſſion of any Roman Catholick into Par- 
liament, or their having any S rage, even in 
the Election of Repreſentatives ; but may not 
this Caution be carried to a faulty Extreme, 
ſince it is admitted that Taxation is authoriſed 


only by Repreſentation'? this affords a very 


popular, perhaps a juſt Ground of Complaint * 
to the Nomanffts (tho every earthly Mode 

of Repreſentation i 10 manifeſt V imported it 
therefore might be prudent fl to admit 
a very few of that Deſcription, and under 
high Qualifications, to the Right of Suffrage 
for Members, and, under Qualifications ſtill 

higher, to that of being Legiſlators; this might 
- abate Clamour, and yet produce no ill Con- 
ſequence, if tried on a mall Scale, and ſub- 
2 jea to Repeal if not anſwering Expectation. 


On the gth Paragraph. 
We obſerve and admit that the old Popiſh 
Political Principles were very dangerous, and 
their 8 abſurd. His pr Ma forms his 
"$4.8 „ . 
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Opinions probably on the Lights of Hiſtory y 
but the Eyes of Mankind are much opened 
on its bs thro' the Art of Printing, inſo- 
much that none except the moſt ignorant are 
t prefent really Orthodox in that Religion; 

2 we have obſerved that ſenſible, well” in- 

rmed Romaniſts can ſcarcely refrain Laugh- 

ing, when they ſpeak of its od Tenete, and 
the very Oath taken by their Biſhops on 
their Admiſſion to that Dignity muſt revolt 
every conſiderate Reader, whatever his Re- 


ligion may be; but, in our Days, few Roman- 


iſts paſs Sentences of Damnation — they have 
not enough of that Religion to be dangerous 
Subjects. 
e On the 1 oth Rr 2 
Here is that pious Oath framed for Holy 
Biſhops to take, which leaves no Room for 
future Conſcience to operate] nay, yokes his 
mind and Body to a Prince at a Diſtance of 
nctar Two-Thouſand Miles, This is a ſingular 
Curioſity, and in Truth ridiculous. 
On the 11th. Paragraph. 


His Lp fays the Weigbi of the Church 
ought to be preſerved; and we muſt cloſe with 


him, as that Weight is unifornily thrown into 


the Scale of Deſpotiſm, becauſe that Holy 
Weight may turn Wrong to May 6 and con- 
vince us of our e in e 2 
Judgments. 
| Section 2d. which contains Nine a 
| On the 1ſt. Paragraph. 
We obſerve that his y inſiſts on the 
7 and ſtrict Loy of the Clergy's 


Iſo 
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Title to the Tenths; nor do we believe any 
one diſputes theſe two Points with him: but 
here ariſes the great Queſtion, - viz, wha? 
Tenths, whether ſpontaneous. or fad7itius? and 
here his L——p will be pleaſed again to con- 
ſider that the Word Zxpedriency conveys an 
Ide a quite diſtiuct from Antiquity or Legality; 
for, do theſe two laſt Words ſecure any Law 
trom Repea/or Amendment ? And, ſuppoſing 
the original Grant of the Tenth Part of the 
Soil was made in Conſideration of certain Ser- 
vices, to be performed. by the Donees, we 
beg Leave to alk, muſt not theſe Services be 
proved as the equitableTitle to that Stipend ? 
or, if not ſo proved; muſt not the Property na- 
turally reveſt in the Donor, namely, the Pub- 
lick? for who in theſe. Times is ludicrous. 
enough, to ſet up a Divine Right to Tythes ? 
Rum Teneatts. | 

| On the 2d. Paragraph. SG 
We admit, that the Reaſoning, in this Pa- 
ragraph is juſt, but it is fo on the Suppoſition, 
that the Service. intended, is performed, and 
the Definition of the word Tyzbes, rut; but 
ſyppoſe thoſe two ObjeAions done away, is, 
it expedient to employ the ſacred Order as 
Executioners of a grinding Law on the poor 
Tillers of the Soil, eſpecially if they Appen 
to be of a different religious Perſuaſion f—, 
Muſt not Bickerings, Wranglings, Ill-Blood, 
and Animoſity, be for ever and ever the Con- 
ſequence of ſo perverſe an Arrangement? 
Experience proves, that both Parties muſt 
come at length-to Abhor each other's Reli- 
gion. Can his L——p think this to be a 

o unge 
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winning or conciliatory Mode of gaming 
over Proſelytes to the Proteſtant Perſuaſion ? 
And we again beg Leave to aſk, is the Tiller 
of the Soil fairly or honeſtly dealt with, ac- 
cording to the Spirit and Intent of the Or:- 
gina Grant of the Tenths, provided for theſe 
conſecrated to the Altar? Are his dearly- 
earned Corn, Potatoes, Flax, Saffron, H. 5 
or the like, the bare Produce of the Soil, 
worth from Ten to Forty Times more 5 — 
the ſpontaneous Produce? and muſt ſuch un- 
fair Tenths be wreſted from the Tiller, by 
prous Aſſizes Proceſſes, by Military Com- 
pulſion, or penal Laws? Are. theſe the Dic- 
tates of Chriſtian Holineſs, or the Black Fruits 
of the Black Letter of the Law? | 
But here his 155 ates. a 1 
between Fccleſia ical. an zy- Landlords. 
We camaidly Rt the we {or L he giyes 
tlie former; and fear, that in Caſe a Com- 
mutation, even between th e Laylords and the 
Clergy, ſhould take py Ob Tillers will, in 
ſome future Time, 2 el that Difference, un- 
leſs Abuſes are care/ully obviated; this how- 
ever, ſeems to us the only Kind of brig rt 
tion to attempred ; nor do we think ſuch 
to be at All impoſſible, if both Parties fincere- 
ly concur in wiſhing well to the Publick 
and conſequently to He Cauſe of true Chri/- 
 rranity * why . not then make a Tryal in this 
Line. Foc a few Years at leaſt, 90 jen to be 
rebealed if found ToFxprgienty or amended, 
1h found Im perfect? 5 


On, 34. Paragrap *. . 
This ſeems. FY 50 in et Ohſerration 
WY On 


on 1 the receding one. 
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On the 4th. Para graph. 

This alſo is admitted in the ſame Re- 
marks, viz. on the 2d. Paragraph. 

| On the 5th. Paragraph. 

We agree with his Lordſhip, that ey 
cannot avoid employing Proctors, as wrang- 
ling in Perſon would ill become them—nor 
does wrangling by Proxy much mend Mat- 
ters, 

On the 6th. Paragraph. - 
Me admit that the Clergyman is a Loſer by 
Employing a Proctor; he muſt allow him'a 
W 5 and alſo incur ſome Degree of Odi- 
um by it; he muſt therefore wiſh to avoid it 
if po ie 255 ; 
n ibe nth. Paragraph. | 
We think the Alle 11 and ein 
in 1 this 1 alſo juſt 484 admiſſible. 
On ibe Sth. Paragraph. 

This alſo ſeems reaſonable; for peeviſh 
Cavilling 1s not our Aim, but the promoting 

Public Good. 
4 On the 9th. Parekh, 

We. muſt again obſerve, that the radical 
la in the Clergy's Demand on the Labour 
of the Tiller, is the great Cauſe of tho ge- 
neral Diſcontent ; the next is, that the Ro- 
miſh and Diflenter THlers ſuppoſe that they 
are paying for Spiritual ( ffices which they 
do not benefit by; the firſt of theſe appears 
a palpable Wrong! he ſecond apparently fo, 
at Teg/t to the Pay-maſters ; both ate à mani- 
feſt, and indeed an odious Diſoouragement to 
Tittage, in a Nation, which of all others, re- 
quires to be moſt encouraged 1 in that Line; 

8 3 | 1 Nation 
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a Nation of Beggars lauguiſhing to Death 
for Want of ſufficient Work ; as it the Ob- 
_ » fttruQion of publirł proſperity and the De- 
ſtruction of ever amiable Chriſtianity were 
the Object of Human Laws. Alas! Iriſh 
Policy and lriſn Religion! And is no Re- 
form needful in ſuch a State? 2211 
On Section zd. which contains 10 Paragraphs. 
On the iſt. Paragraph. e 
We obſerve that his L-—p again proves 
(what is however ſeldom denied) namely, the 
great” Importance and Uſefulneſs of Clergy 
in Society. But let us. d:/crimimate, and alk, 
is every Sort of Clergy admiſſible, as promot- 
ing Happineſs? Were the Jeuiſhb Prieſts, 
who put Chriſt to Death, alſo fanctified ? 
Nay, are the Romiſh Prieſts of old Favour- 
ites too with his L-—p? Does he like In- 


quiſitions, Spiritual Burnings, Tortures, &c. 
& c. e ſuppoſe not yet ſuch pious Aſſaſ- 
ſins have been cannoniſed, from Time to 
Time, almoſt in every Mode of Worſhip, as 
well as in the Romiſh ; but we will admit, 
that Proteſtant Clergy in general, are leſs to 
be feared in Society than Infallible ones, and 
we will alſo aeknowledge, that theſe of this 
Kingdom, are a more orderly, learned, a 
more civilized and prudent Body than the 
other Claſſes, of Soczezy are; yet 'we take 
leave .to.remark, that, they being as it were 
hired for their Inſtruction and for their edi- 
ug Example, more Purity and Perfection 
is expected from them; than perhaps the na- 
tural Paſſions and Frailties of Mankind ml 
| e | 5 a mit 
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admit of; much Merit indeed 1s due from 
them, but more {till is expected. His L—p 
very rationally preſcribes the Duties of Cler- 
gy in general, but forgets the Peculiarity that 
is inſeperable from the Dwuzy. of. Chri/tian 
Paſtors in particular, namely, PovERTx, or 
an humble Medrwcrrity in Point of Riches and 
Power; for a Preacher in Purple and £rmine 
Garb, is truly /aughable, - yet in ſome Sort to 
be pitied too, when he muſt relate the Hiſ- 
tory of his Savwur Chriſt, and of his poor 
humble ' Fiſhermen .4þo/t/es, and other Fol- 
lowers of more than Three Hundred Years, 
until Con/tantine cunningly adopted them, as 
fit Coadjutors or Props of his ſplendid Ty- 
ranny in a decaying Empire: if theſe Facts 
could be concealed, all would do well with 
High Prieſts ; but God would not have it ſo. 
Pure Chriſtianity was, ever ſince Con/tanzine, 
ſuffocated in the eccleſiaſtical Fumes of pride 
and Purple, nay, ſteeped in Oceans of Blood. 
Theſe are Facts well known to his L—p, yet 
to ſome they appear troubleſome old Sto- 
TICS, | 

As to the preſent Eſtabliſhed Clergy of 
Ireland, we humbly aſk his L——p, do they 
Preach, do they Write, do they. even Con- 
verſe with the One Twentieth Man of theſe 


 Romaniſts, who, with many other Diſſenters, 


are chiefly appointed to be their Pay-maſ- 
ters, and for theſe very Services which are 
not performed, as 70 them, (for who can force 
his own Opinions) they are in their Nature, 
Involuntary ? | 


Ont 
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On the 2d. Paragraph.  _. 

We obſerve that it is ſtill the Hire or Fruit 
of the T7/ler's Labour which is ſet up to Auc- 
tion by the Proctors: we alfo obſerve, the 
Word Agiftnierit in this Paragraph; but are 
ſo ignorant in theſe Matters, as not to know 
the certain Meaning of that Word as here 
applied. - | | 

Du the zd. Paragraph. 


Computations; he ſeems to be exact and ſin- 
cere in them; but we humbly think his L—p 
was mhprudent in rouſing Tythes as a Sub- 
ject of Diſquiſition in thoſe enlightened 
Times, becauſe there is a Latin Aphoriſm 
which p*onounces that, Caiga patroc inio non 
bona pejor erit, a Ghoſt may be raiſed, but 


00 hay it is the Difficulty, 


On the 4th. and sth. Furagraphs. 


Here we alſo acquieſce in the Computati- 


on &c. made by his E==p. . 
* On the 6th. Paragraph. 


We obſerve it to be alledged by him, that 
the Scotch and Dutch Proviſion for their 
Clergy, is a more ample! one, than the Iriſh 
Clergy now have. Why not then attempt 


to adopt the Scotch and Dutch Methods? 


They, we are told, enjoy peace at leaſt, and 
are ſaid to approach nearer to Chriſtian 
Temperance than we do. Theſe are edify- 


We don't mean to controvert his L——p's 


ing Circumſtances; and We hu mbly aſk, why 


de England and Iretand fill continue to be 
Demi pupiſte, and their Clergy to hanker af⸗ 
1 2 in hopes to ſhare more or leſs 


* 


SH 


in 


„ 


in it, as the Fhore of Babylon did, for ſo 
Rome is called by ſome. 


On the th. Paragraph. 


We obſerve that even in Switzerland the 
Clergy are more amply provided for than in 
Ireland. Here then wiltwe venture to broach 
at large our Occurrence on that, b e 
pears to us the beſt, if not the only Remedy 
for all the aforeſaid Evils: it is ſo obvious a 
one that it muſt already nave occurred to 
Thouſands, and has probably been diſcuſſed 
by many; yet as to us, it is in good Truth 
an Occurence quite new, becatiſe the Com- 
paſs of our Learning on the Subject is con- 
fined ſolely to his L—p's Pamphlet. Our 
Thought is perhaps crude and impracticable; 
but if ſo, let out Intentions and our Ignotanſce 
be its Apology, both which may by this 
Time be manifeſt to the Reader. 

And now, what if the Eſtabliſned Clerę 
of Ireland ſhould come to a Reſolution « 
giving up of ſurrendering their ancient ar 
legal Title to the "Tenth Part of the Soil, 
originally intended as a Maintenance for 
thoſe devoted to the Altar ; we ſuppoſe that 
no factitious Enereaſe of that Tenth by Til- 
lage or otherwiſe could be intended, becauſe 
the Meaſures of fuch Encreaſe are abſolutely 
indefinite or endleſs, and every Tax on honeſt 

Induſtry is in its Nature execrable in Society. 
And what if the landed Men, or Owners of 
the ither nine Parts, ſhould now manfully 
and ndeed wiſely reſolve to give the Clergy 
a reaſonable Compenſation for their Tenth 
not perhaps a full Equivalent, but ſome 
TEL. D peaceable 
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peaceable Commutation or Exchange of Pro- 
perty, computed on the Scale of their preſent 
Emoluments by Trthes, and given as a Pay- 
ment in Conſideration of that Tenth, ſome 
light Tax affecling the whole ten Parts, a 
Tax not denominated a, Land Tax, tho' laid 
on landed Property, but a Commutation or 
Clergy. Tax, a fair Purchaſe, which in Reality 
it would be; let us ſuppoſe it one Fifteenth, 
one Twentieth, one Fortieth, perhaps, but one 
Sixtieth part of the Rent of Lands, in ſhort 
ſuch Part to be aſſigned to them, as might 
ſatisfy both Parties, ** ſo well ſecured to the 
Clergy, as to leave them no Room to dread 
further Encroachmenton their Eſtabliſhments; 
the Product of ſuch Tax, ought, we humbly 

think, to exceed the preſent Exigency, and 
to be accumulated, and kept ſeperate as a 
Proviſion for a future Encreaſe of Proteſtant 
Clergy in this Kingdom, which may be rea- 
Gab hoped, conſidering the preſent rapid 
or gallop! ng Decay of . Popery : it is now 
rceivable, that that Mode like a Faſcination 
me for Ages overſpread the Chriſtian World, 
but. like a waining Moon, is at preſent on the 
Decreaſe ; nor can we look back without 
b at che moſt —_—_— of Earth- 
y Illuſiofis. 
| 111 need Clergy to fear in this Ser the 
encreaſing Cheapneſs of Gold and Silver; 
becauſe, if we ſuppoſe one Twentieth Part of 
thoſe Metals, viz. One Shilling, in. the Pound 
to be appropriated to their Support, and it 
being clear that the Rents of Land in ge- 
oy muſt riſe or fall in their Value, nearly 
in n Poporti6n to the 1 or Scarcity of 
thoſe 


I Ge Eh ee a 


dious and ſuperfluous, 


r 
thoſe Metals called Money in Circulation, 


their Maintenance muſt be ſecure, The Cler- 


gyman's Appointment in every Pariſh, or 
Union of Pariſhes may for the Time be rated, 
but not invariably rated, becauſe Variations 
muſt at a future Time become neceſſary : Nor 


do we wiſh to exclude Epilcopacy, becauſe 


Overſeers or Regulators ſeem almoſt as ne- 
ceſſary to a Church Government as to a 
Military one; but we will honeſtly own that 
we. with them to be circumſcribed to Medio- 
crity in Point of Riches and Power; for truly 
our Aim is to promote Induſtry and Peace, for 
the Good of Chriſtianity the - moſt holy and 
beneficent of Religions. But we object to 


| Biſhops, who are initiated with a laughable 


Inſincerity on their Lips, viz. Nolo Ep:/copart, 


which ſeems to us a vexatious lying Mockery, 


— 


Tythes &c. &c. &c. they may be further 
conſidered ; for we only propoſe this as a ge- 


As to Biſhops Lands, long Leaſes impropriate 


neral Outline which we know to be imperfect; 
but we alſo know, that as the Salus Populr is 


the Suprema Lex, ſo is Fælicitas Fppuli in its 
Degree, the Suprema Lex; and that, of many 
Evils, the leaſt is tobe choſen. We admit very 
many Difficulties and Hardſhips to attend this 
Syſtem,” but wiſh Legiſlature to adopt the 
leaſt pernicious Line to weigh with Care. 
Oz the 8th. Paragraph. 
We chink. bis L——p is not very immo- 


_ derate in this Paragraph; yet there is a Differ- 


ence in the Degrees of Neceſſity for ſubordi- 
nate Ranks in the Army and in the Church; 
but a Diſcuſſion on that Point, would be te- 


1 4 


On 
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| On the gth. Paragraph. - _ 

His L——p, and his moſt worthy and 
acute Predeceffor, Biſhop Berkley's Quere 
on this Subject, viz.— What would the Pub- 
lick loſe by the Riches of the Eſtabliſhed 
Chriſtian Clergy ?”—is, we humbly think, 
fully anſwered in the foregoing Parts of 
theſe Obſervations, viz.—that we would 
thereby loſe Chri/tianity iiſelf; which has 
both undoubted Worldly Ciiliiy and Holi- 
neſs in it. | | 

And here we take leave in our Turn to pro- 
pofe a Quzre to his L-—p.—Does he feri- 
ouſly believe, that the Religion of Chriſt 
would have obtamed and extended among 


Mankind as it did, if Chriſt himſelf, with all 


his undoubted Miracles, had been Rich, 
Proſperous; Proud and Imperious ; or if his 
immediate Apoſtles had ſet out with ſplen- 
did Grandeur, and with a diligent and con- 
ſtant Purſuit of Wealth, Power and Honours ? 
Compaſſion, his L——p knows, mellows the 
Heart; and it made Way for our Suffering 
Saviour's Religion; for Pity, is the Harbinger 
of Love, and a magnanimous Piety in Rags 

is more eifeatibaately honoured, than it can 
be in Pyrple Magnificence : Envy, is the At- 

tendant on the latter, which daily Experi- 
ence proves; and perhaps the eat com- 

parative Poverty of the Romiſh Priefts in this 


Kingdom, is one Cauſe of the great Difficul- 


ty which. the Eſtabliſhed Clergy find in win- 
ning over Proſely tes from them: ſo that Po- 
verty, Sufferings, Self-denial, and operative 
Charity, were the Four Springs that upheld 

„ . Primitive 


* 


BY 


Primitive Chriſtianity ; but they were not 
gilded rags like modern ones. 
On the toth. Paragraph. 
This is only a Promiſe to apologize for the 
flow Progreſs of Converſions from Pope 


Ireland; and we ſincerely with, that le 


Apologies were more adequate: but, as Chriſ- 
tians, we decline Strictures; for they are ſel- 
dom fully warranted by Enormity—ſeldom 
conſiſtent with Charity. 

Section 4th. conſiſting of four Paragraphs 

On Paragraph the 1ſt. 

We only obſerve, that his L——p, in bis 
Comparative Computations between England 
and Ireland, ſeems to overlook the great Ma- 
Jority of Romaniſts, and of other Diſſenters 
in Ireland, and of Proteſtants in England. 

On the ad. Furagraphbd. 

We believe that his L——p's Statement of 
aas is candid and juſt. | 

On the 5 Haragraph. 

We have conſidered his L-——p's Apology 
for the Eſtabliſhed Clergy's making ſo very 
few Converts from the Romiſh to the Proteſ- 


taat Perſuaſion, But, does his L-—p apolo- 
gie for their not endeavouring (at leaſt not 


ſedulouſly endeavouring, to make any at all ? 
A laborious Endeavour to convert, even by 
ſhort Printed Publications in their reſpective 


Pariſhes, would be their beſt Apology. The 


Romiſh Miſſionaries, manifeſt a pains-taking 


Zeal in the Miſſion: they attend the Sick, 


inſtruct the Young, &c. &c. But, my Lid, 
we humbly aſk, do the ug eſtabliſhed Cler- 


BY» hol ber furs in the Vineyard? do. 


D3 they 


Uh Br 
they force an Acquaintance with the Iriſh 
Language, as Colonel Valancey did ? but he 
has Worth, and pitied the poor Iriſh—he 
ſtruggled hard to lift the National Spirit, by 
- tracing. the Antiquity of the Nation, and its 
amazing Origin. 
| On the 4th. Paragraph. 
| His L——p proves that the Diminution 
of Tythes, retards the Progreis of Proteſtan- 
| cy; and if ſo, what muſt be the Effect of a 
= total Abolition of theſe Tythes, thro' a Com- 
| bmation of Pariſhioners, as is ſtrongly Tet forth 
= in a Note to this Paragraph? That Method 
of Abolition, is, it ſeems, poſſible, it is eaſy, 
it is obvious; and, conſidering the preſent” 
Temper of the Times, the Extenſion of it, is 
42H but too probable : and we now humbly aſk 
= his Ip, would not a Compromiſe with 
= the Owners of the Nine Parts, who are able 
to eſtabliſh their Rights, be the Dictates of 
Wiſdom and Virtue on. both Sides? For 
what Government can ſupply Military, or 
even Police Men, ſufficient to guard thro' a 
whole Kingdom, againſt the Stealth of 
Tythes, or the Burning of Houſes or of Hay. 
garde by Nin r? Landlords have a Variety 
of other Remedies; and would it not be wiſer 
in the Clergy to commute in good "Time 
with them, than, perhaps, when they ſhall 
have no Conſideretion to offer as an Induce-- 
ment to a competent Commutation ? No 
Chriſtian Syſtem launched ſo far into Riches 
and Power, as the Romiſh Syſtem did; nor 
ougght any, unſupported with Infallibility, to 
venture on that allow Experiment. The 
1 ee abe 
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- Abuſe is not of Proteſtant Growth; and we, 
aſſure his L——p, that we, therefore hold 
them guiltleſs, provided they don't endea- 
vour to tranſplant ſo noxious, and yet ſo 
luxuriant a Vegetable from the Romiſh Ho- 
Bed. This, indeed, ſeems to us, the proper 
Criſis of a we Commutation. . 
Section 5th. which contains 15 Furagrapbs. 
On the 1ſt. Paragraph. © 
We think it ſufficiently commented upon 
in our former Obſervations... . 
On the 2d. Paragraph, and the More annexed. 
We obſerve his OP ſeems to main- 
tain, that no Man has a Right to enjoy the 
fruits of his own Labour as a Property, un- 
leſs he is gifted with them by the King, viz. 
the fœudal Fountain of Property; but 
Mr. Locke differs in Opinion with his 
L——p, and we will leave that Argument 
to the Diſcuſſion of both; for Locke was 
fond of arguing with Biſhops. ' See Mr. 
Locke's Treatiſe on civil Government, under 
the Title Property. ꝓ. 7296 7 
| On the zd. Paragraph. 


We again take leave to obſerve, that very 
few Examples, drawn from the Practice of 
Deſpot States, can apply in this Caſe, viz. 
to Free Ones: and here His Ip con- 
deſcends to furniſh us with an additional 
Cauſe of the ancient Eſtabliſhment of the 
Tythe Syſtem, namely, that the Rents of 
Lands were originally paid for the moſt part 


in Kind, as the Uſe of Money was then ſcarce - - 
known in Britain: but, the Caſe being now 
x5 33 . quite 
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quite altered, ought not the old Laws alſo to 
be altered, and adapted to the preſent Times? 

Fn, On the 4th Paragraph. e 
His L—padmits that the Romiſh Church- 
men were uſeful -Coadjutors to Deſpotiſm; 
and we wiſh ſincerely 'that all Proteſtant 
Clergy were totally clear of this Charge. 
And, as to the Reſidence of Incumbents on 
their reſpeQive Livings, we are of Opinion, 
that, if the yearly Stipend of the Paſtors was 
to be curtailed by Law in due Proportion to 
their Days of Abſence, and proper Regulati- 
ons entered into for a fair Diſcovery of thoſe 
Days, whatever: may be the Motive of ſurb Ab. 
ſence, it would be the only effectual Mode of 
enforcing. their Reſidence ; as they certainly 
would find fewer very preſſing Occaſions for 
abſenting themſelves ; nor would their Soli- 

Citations for Leave of Abſence be, as is now 
the Caſe, very importunate. 725 
sn the 5th, Paragraph. 
lere we are glad to find that his L——p 
coincides with us on the Article -of Reſi- 
RE erate LEO 
On the 6th Paragraph. 
g To ue his L——p ſeems to relapſe into 
- the inapplicable Authority of Deſpot States. 
%* -* On the-7th Paragraph. . 8 
We admit the inſuperable Difficulties at- 
tending Commutation Schemes in general; 
yet we are happy to find that ours with the 
Owners of the Nine-Parts has not received 

Sentence of Death at his L-—p's Tribunal. 


pent's Bite does. 


N 


On the 8th. Paragraph. 
Here again bis L—-—p proves that all 
Schemes of Commutation with the Tillers of 
the Soil are impracticable, and we admit 


them to be ſo. 

On the qth. Paragraph. 

And here his L-—p's Conjectures ſeem ra- 
tional, but ſerve only to prove the ſame Im- 
praQticability. * | 

; On the 1oth, Paragraph. 


We are of Opinion that a Clergy or Tythe- 
tax may be levied by ſome Mode, as the great 


'Land-tax in England is; and we wiſh Abſen- 


tees to be charged with that and every other 


Tax on the double atleaſt; one Half of which 


to fall on the Tenant the other on the ſcam- 
pering Pleaſure-hunter. _ | 
DO Onthe 11th. Paragraph. | 
Here are ſtill further Proofs of the above 
admitted Impracticability, ſo that we now 
begin to hope his L——p does in his Heart 


"coincide with us as to the general Clergy-tax 


on Land which we propoſe, tho' he does not 
think it prudent to hint any Thing that bor- 


ders on the Idea of a Land Tax. It is ſcarce 


to be ſuppoſed that the Owners of the nine 
Parts can be ſo vicious, and in truth ſo weak 


and unforeſeeing, as to wiſh the Abolition of 


Chriſtian Clergy, whatever they may think 


as to the particular Syſtem of Tythes; ſuch a 


Wiſh would be indeed an Abomination, and 
we do from our Hearts reprobate it the ve- 
ry Thought of it ſhocks us, as that of a Ser- 


—— 


employed) forthe 


626) 
On the 12th. Para graph. 


We admit that the Tenth of the Land it- 
ſelf would be an inadequate and impraQicable | 
Commutation,, which, his L——p proves to 
our real Satisfaction. = | 
On the 13th. Paragraph. IS 
We again admit inſuperable Difficulties as 
to the Tenths in Land as a Commutation. 
| On the 14th. Paragraph. 
Here we ſtill find Reaſons pt STI to 
rove Difficulties which we already acknow-' 
e to be infuperable ; and here again we 
meot the Word Agiftment. men 
On the 15th. Poragra h. oe 
We obſerve and fully agree wich his L——p, 
that the Tillers of the Sil will in Proceſs of 
Time have a bad Exchange, if they prefer 
the, Lay-landlords to the Clerical; but fince 
they don't ſeem to foreſee this Probabi- 
lity, tho often reminded of it, they can only 
be fairly warned over and over of the Bvil, 
anch that is our Deſign as well as that of his 
I p. Feature Tilkers will probably pay 
dear, (unleſs much Caution and Sagacity is 
preſent Peace of the Church, 
and the Advancement of Chriſtianity ; but 
theſe are Bleffings that can hardly be pur- 
chaſed at too dear a Rate; and if ever an Ab- 
ſentee - tax wiſely modelled; and a well- di geft- 
ed aggrarian Law ſhalt take Place, it Wilh. 
we think; prove a main Relief to the Pea- 
ſantry off Iretand, and enable them to ſupport 
their erden Falſe Swearings, Fraud, and 
even ö will vant by Degrees, be- 


fore 
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fore the Eyer-Glorious Revivalof the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. 8 1 7 

Secyion 6th. containing 8 Paragraphs. 
On tbe 1ſt. Paragraph 


bo no Improvement; for, is not every Repeal 
of an old Law, and every EnaQting of a new 
one, an mnovation in Strictoeſs? and, altho' 
the ſubſtantial Parts of Religion ought to be 
very cautiouſly meddled with, we think the 
Ouloſtirts or Surface Modes of Worthip, are 
not of fo very tender a Nature; and we hum- 
bly aſk, are not Tythes an Outgſtirt, a mere 
Mode of Payment invented by Men ? yet ir- 
revocable Changes, even in theſe, may be at- 
tended . with Hazards; but aſſuredly, tem- 
porary Experiments, on a ſmall Scale, may be 
warranted by Wiſdom. It occurs to us in 
_ reading this Paragraph, (for it is hinted by 
his L-—þ) that the wild Mobs of the pre- 
Tent "Time are the Tools of ſome landed 


believe, that ſome ſuch do wiſh to come at 
| the Tenths on eaſy Terms, but intend, When 
"= this Job is done, to throw the Populace aſide as 
t filly uſeleſs Tools. In Truth, ſomething like 
＋ this appears; and we are of Opinion, that the 
d- Clergy would, and ought, on every Account, 
_ to give a tolerable Bargain of Iriſh Tythes , 
in, but we apprehend, that the Avarice of land- 


We have already offered it as our decided 
Opinion, that, without Innovation, there can 


Men, who lurk behind them; and we verily 


ed Men would render them difficult and un- 

tractable, even 61 caſy Terms; (for our land- 

ed Men, ate not all of them nobly-minded ;) 

but that the Tenants are ultimately to bear 
9 E2 ' f the 
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the Burden. on this Plan, and they too, to 
bear it on good Terms—the Landlords to be 
excluded ſrom fingering the Tythe Rent. 


On the ad. Paragraph. | 
Here his L—p holds out Fears to the Preſ- 


pyterians, in Caſe of the Eſtabliſhed Church's 


loſing the Tenths, and conſequently loſing 
the Proteſtant Aſcendancy; but might not 
the Commutation herein propoſed ob- 
viate the Force of his L——p's Prediction in 
this Paragraph? Iriſh Preſbyterians have 
ſingular Forbearance and Bi real Chriſti- 
an Merit to boaſt of; and they will perſe- 
vere, if we miſtake them not, in upholding. 
Peace and Piety. - 
e On the zd. Paragraph. : 
lere again his p holds out prophe- 
tic Terrors as to the P-oteſtant Aſcendancy, 

| &c, in Ireland; but theſe Terrors ſeem rather 
viſionary, and are alſo obviated by the Syſ- 
tem of Commutation herein propoſed ; and 
we humbly aſk his L——p, do not the 
Scotch Proviſions for their Clergy, tho' we 
believe ſhort of Parliamentary Regulations, 
ſtate thoſe Prediftions in the Face? We 
have, indeed, known Scotchmen to ſmile at 
| ſuch Prophecies, as Spectres, fit only to ſcare 
Women and Children,  _ 9 2. 


i On the 4th. Paragraph. _ 
The different Circumſtances of England 
and of Ireland with Reſpect to Tythes ſeem 
julitly ſtated by his L——p, indeed, fo B 
and fully, as to convince us, that the Churc 
of Ireland, in its preſent Shape, is in ſome 
Degree: of Danger, unleſs a Remedy is ver) 


R 
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ſpeedily reſorted to: he ſhews the Difficulty 


of aſcertaining \ what is called the various 
Moduſes; alſo the Openings they afford to 
Perjury ; the adverſe Diſpoſition of Iriſh Ju- 
ries in general to the 'Tything Syſtem ; the 


endleſs Heartſcalds, Wranglings, ill Offices, 


Proceſſes,” Indictments, Burnings, ſavage 
Oaths, cruel Interments &c. &c. attending 


the preſent diſorderly, wild, and unmanage- 


able Modes of Tything; in a Word, all theſe 
are ſuch as render it neceſſary to cut open 
the Gordian Knot, and to ſteer ſome new 
Courſe, —His L——p ſeems inclined to co- 
ercive Meaſures, which, to us, appear a Re- 


medy worſe than the Diſeaſe; they may prove 


inoperative, but they mut be too inflamma- 


tory in the preſent Stage of the Diſorder, 25 


they | ſhould give temporary Relief. 
11 On the sth. Paragraph. 
We muſt obſerve to his L——p, that long 
and uniform Experience proves how little the 


Poſſeſſion of ſuperfluous Wealth forwards 


the Cauſe of Chriſtianity ; the Hope of it 


does indeed ſtimulate to Scholaſtick Induſtry , 
but the Poſſeſſion of it generally becalms Vir- 


tue, ſuggeſts Eaſe and Senſuality, perhaps leads 
to Voluptouſneſs and Splendour ; ſo that the 


- ſame Metal, which thro' Hope animates In- 


duſtry in early Years, promotes Sleep and oi- 
ten ſomething worſe in the more advanced 


Stages of Life; and his L——p muſt have 
remarked that one oyer-affluent, voluptuous, 


or even drowſy Clergyman becomes a general 
Table talk, ferves to ſcare away Chriſtianity, 


and 


e 

and therefore does more Miſchief than ſhal- 
low Obſervers are aware of, chiefly becauſe 
it is ſo notorious that he js highly paid for a 
quite contraty Conduct; nor can his p 
be ignorant, that it is not ſo moch Scholarity 
and deep Leatning, as Morality and edifying 
Example, in a Clergytnan, that does the real 
Service to his Flock; for even the intellectual 
Illuminations conveyed by Preaching are 
often as e Flaſhes of Lightuing. 


ing of 4 Fami. 
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Paragraph 
On this we kan only ſay that 1 is prefatory. 
On the. ad. Paragraph. .. 

„ e obſerve that the multiplying 

Churches will at à future Time be pr . 

neceſſary; but, for the preſent, to Al tho 
already built, with Converts from other 

Modes of Worſhip, ſeems to us the moſt lau- 
diablo — neceſſary Object. | 

- © On the zd. Paragraph. Porto He 

We EW! that Glebes are abſolutely neceſ- 

_ ſary for the paſtoral Prieſthood ;. and we think 
5 the Tythe Tax, ſo often mentioned in 
this Writing, e if duly levied, and wiſe- 

ly accumulazed as a. diſtin Fund, produce 

a Sufficiency for ſach Glebes, for new Church- 
es, and for the late very beneficent Inſtituti- 

on of Sunday Schools, in the Place of ſnock- 


N ing 1alene/s, Riot and Die ation Which at pre. 
ſont are the Obſervance the Lord's Sabbath 


in Ireland. 


\ 


1 
On the 4th Paragraph. 


We obſerve with fome Pain; that his 1 
who is deemed a worthy Character, wiſhes 
the vernacular Language of this poor Nation 
to be aboliſhed, rather than give the eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy the mighty Trouble of learn- 
ing it; and we beg Leave humbly to aſk his 
EL—p, is this an Idea ſuitable to the Charac- 
ter of a Chriſtian Miffionary ? (for fuch in 
, ſome Sort are the Proteſſalt Clergy in Ire- 
land.) We will not call this cruel ; becauſe we 
verily believe his . p means it well: but 
we gueſs it to be the firſt Inſtance of a ſimilar 
Propoſal on the Globe we ftand-on : that pro- 
poſed Badge of Slavery might have fitted us 
well enough a few Years ago; but the God 
of Hoſts has re/zeved us, and we muſt not 
forget that we are now a/Vation - the Iriſh Lan- 
guage may ſerve as a Memorandum of this 
our national Dignity and pteſent Indepen- 
dence. 

And if nearly one Half of a Clergyman' g 
Life is ſpent in learning Zatin, Greek, He- 
brew, Chaldaick, and other Languages, and if 
all thoſe put together could do leſs Service 
in Ireland than the ſingle Knowledge of the 
Iſl Language would do, we humbly with. 
to know, why this Contempt of Ireland's 
Language ? it may be tolerably learned by a 
Year or two's:Confinement, 1 a Child under 
the Age of ten or twelve Years, i in a. Family 
where not a Word of any other Language 
ſhould bo ſpoken; and decent, orderly Prateſ- 
| . ER, mag be ſet. up as a collegiate 

| £52. Inſtitutian 
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Inſtitution for that Purpoſe. It is a Lan- 
guage that abounds in Expreſſions of heart- 


elt Sentiments; it may be called the Lan- 
guage of the Heart: and thoſe who know it, 


feel, in Compariſon, a Tepidity in every other | 


Language; when the Impulſes of the Heart 
are to be conveyed. In the French Lan- 
guage, this fort of Excellence is called Oncti- 
on by the French Preachers, a Word which 
means ſome inexplicable Power of melting 
the Hearer; and we are of Opinion that the 
pleaſing, kind, Melancholy of Iriſh ' Muſick 
ſeems to ſpeak the Genius of its Language, 
ſo expreſſive of the tender affectionate Feel- 
ings, for which the Engliſh Language has two 
excellent Words, namely, Good-nature and Be- 
nevolence. W | 
But then it muſt be owned, that the 
Knowledge of it in Iriſh. Preachers would 
only tend to ng ang. of Souls, and im- 
proving Good Nature ; for it ſounds vulgarly, 
as every Language muſt that is ſuffered to 
ſink into the lower Ranks of Society: it 
therefore hurts a nice Ear; and to attempt 
ſpeaking it, is a Species of Degredation, 
which wounds our ſickly, our filly, 1queamiſh 
Pride: yet pains-taking, Colonel Vallancey, as 
_ already mentioned, -tho'. a Briton. born; a 
Martinet by Profeſſion, and an Adult be- 


fore he came into Ireland, forced an Ac- 


quaintance with that Language, and even 
wrote the Grammar of it. The generous 


Colonel pitied a cruſhed Nation, and bright- 


ened its ruſty Records py aſtoniſhing Efforts 
of Erudition. e 
1 Section 
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5 Seclion $th, which con 957 3/27 TO Paragraphs 
' 7 On'the iſt. Furugratb. 
(We: think it would be fate not to ad- 
mit His L-——p's well-drawn Picture of 
Eccleſiaſtical Sufferings, at this Time, to be 
juſt and truly moving ; and We a ma cloſe 
with his L——p's Reaſonings with regard 
to the Horror attending thie Idea bf fuff ring 
a lawleſs Multitude to frel their own 
Strength, to preſeribe Oaths of an)“ King, 
to diſturb the Peace and endatiger the Safety 
of every Man, whom # ſavage Leader thay 
mark out as adverſe to their: wild Vi ewWs ; 
yet, in this Caſe; we think the dane eto 
State to be much leſs reiypidons nh | 
L——p ſuppoſes it; and f che C 
ſent theſe thocking Gutrages and fealſy 
wiſh the Inſurgents to be punhffhed, ivey wil 
deliver them over, as * 75 


mended, into the Hands of the 
ful Land-vwiers, who'no' SE SAL THE 
can) ſcrew, them u Pe Te 
having thoehabliſhed'l ettle 511 
ſo, in 1 ordinary Coufſe lara 
their Rents 'Uling © Stem the 9 05 Wins 
ne Wins 8. Kc. N, 
Greg. 40 Fg . e 
regen obſerve, that ther 
Aale of forie' Coriſequencee, * c 
hint&/the/ White and i ht- 
ſer ves to -firen then 'th Atgum | 
vour: of our Syfſem; for ho can lay his 
Finger on thöſe lateßt appots? they, wilt 
eee to be '6ften ble.” LE 7 
* And 


N Hi GI indeed ——— flog. But 


„ 


And here alſo we obſerve, that the Mo- 
 dufſes of Tything are as variable as the Shapes 
of Clouds. His L——p admits that the 
* ſent Diſturbances are not Paroxyſins or ſhort 
Fits, but a deep-laid Scheme of many 
* Years ſtanding.” From all which we infer that 
Reconciliation and Chriſtian 'Good-will are 
as little to be expected in the Tything 
Syſtem, as the turning of Vinegar back in- 
to good ſound Wine; ſo that ſome Sort 
of Commutat ion muſt take place, in Order 
to prevent an Evil of the worſe e and 

3 rial growing mveterate, _ 
On the gd. Pard graph... 

lere we find the Homes . of Jlawlck 

Mobs ſtill further exempliſied, in recent 

Inſtances, by - His L—-—p. But let us for a 


Moment ſuppoſe thoſe vile to be :now * 


; aQually repreſſed by, Military or: Police 
Force, by new. penal Laws, or the like, will 
not the Root of thoſe, Evils, like, that of an 
ill cured Cancer, produce me new. Miſchief, 
and grow more inycterate at every Relapſe ? 


may not Night Prowlings and e take 


N and rage thro' the Land. 

On the 4th. \ Paragraph. - 
We beer that, to remedy all thoſ: 
_ Evils, legiſlative Interpoſition is neceſſary; 
and we 


Vet we Nill diſapprove. the Mode . 
his L——p hints by inſtancing the Oak- bo 
V+ 4 quieſcence under coercive Meaſures ; "but 

- the two Caſes we think differ widely; and 


I" 


l ' 
P- 4 2.4 
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| ſo agree with His L——p in this; 
for the Legiſlature is one Hinge of our Syſtem. 


0 © A o 
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his Mind was irritated, being newly flung,” 
when he wrote his Pamphlet; and we humbly. 
wiſh him now to re-conſider the Matter in 


p, in 


cool Blood; yes, we beſeech his L— 
the unfeigned Spirit of Chriſtian Benevolence 


and Humility, to reflect on the Heavenly 


Nature of Chriſtian Piety, and the more groſs 


Nature of mundane Dignity, Wealth, Pow- 
er, or Splendour; we think them incompati- 


ble in a Chriſtian Paſtor, for that, lib certain 


Subſtances in Nature, they have a mutual 


Repulſion, and that the one ſeems uniformly 
to drive out the other. ä 


We deem it ſomewhat meritorious in us, 
thus to let his L——p know, that the Latin 
Words,“ tis defenſoribus,” and ſali auxili,” 


in his Pamphlet, have operated more forcibly 


with the Publick, in Mr. OLRAR T's Favour, 


than, perhaps, his L——p is aware of. The 


Biſhop of Cloyne is very well ſpoken of; 
and we do believe him, on the whole of his 


Character, to be a good Man, as well as a 
good Writer; yet he may be miſtaken in 
this; for it ſeems a ſettled Point, that true 
Chriſtian - Piety and © worldly Heights in 


Chriſtian Clergy, like Oil and Vinegar, can 
never incorporate kindly—never, never mix 


blandly. 


Pamphlet, we 


cautious, and not, we think, blameable for 


being ſo, if his Situation is duly . 


F 2 
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In the ſubſequent Part of his L——p's 
and Nothing materially new. 
except a Charge of Duplicity againſt Mr. 
OLREART, who, to us, ſeems a fincere Lover 
of Publick Peace and Happineſs: but he is 


” 1 . - 
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It is probable, that ſuch a Man, as he confeſſ- 
edly is, wiſhes in his Heart, to ſee ſome 
Amendment of the preſent 8 
and we beg Leave to aſk. his L——p, what 
moral or religious Proteſtant, what ſificere 
Chriſtian does not coincide with bim in this 
Wiſh? Indeed, we imagine, that Mr. 
O'Lz any. ſhews thoſe. his Sentiments fairly- 
enough through his Writings: he exhorts/ 
his Readers, on the Foot-of Prudence and 
Duty, to acquieſce 1 in all their preſent Suffer- 
ings; Patience is deemed the beſt of Chriſtian | 
Virtues, / and he warmly recommends it: he 
appeals to the Legiſlature ſot Redreſs; but T 
recollect that he, has alſo. ingenuouſſy told 
the Inſurgents, in Tome of his former Writ- 
ings, that they. would make a bad Exchan e, 
if ever they ſhould become Tenants for the 
Tenths to the Proprietors of the other nine 
Parts. He has confeſſedly done more to 
promote Peace; and good Morals, than 
perhaps, any other of his Profeſſion ever 
has done in this Kingdom: and tis pity his 
L——þ, being a worthy. Man, ſhould ſcem 
to forget his uncommon; Liberality, his Tem- 
petance of Mind, and his more than epy/copa/ = 
ervices. The Patin Bxpreflions; before cited 
mark, in our humble Opinion, ſomewhat too 
bigh a Contempt of OLRAR T's pacifick Ex- 
ertions; and we have heard one of his 
L——p's Readers ſay, timt they reſemble 
too much the Haughtineſs of a Romiſh-Dig.- 
nitary of tbe Year, 1400, when all yielded 


Homage 1 to (ſhe 0 Orbent then in Faſhion”; * 
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and he added that Mr. OLE AR x, in his de- 
fenceleſs State, even as a Romiſh Fryar, was 
entitled to that Urbanity of Language, which 
the other Sex ſo juſtly claim and obtain at 
the Hands of ours. This Remarker, however, 
was anſwered on the Spot, and told that his 
. p, being newly provoked by truly ſe- 
vere Treatment, did for a Moment forget 
his own Character. Rig gon 
We hope the Reader is convinced by this 
Time, that we are honeſt and neutral in this 
Writing, unconneRed with any Party or Fac- 
tion whatſoever, and openly” avowing our 
Principles in Religion and Polity, but chiefly 
aiming to be impartial, and ever open to Con- 
vie i a 33 
We will now conclude theſe Obſervations 
with repeating our humble Opinion touching 
Points in this Line, which we think of ſome 
Conſequence. And firſt, we are decidedly of 
Opinion, that, in caſe the Commutation herein 
ſuggeſted, or any other, ſhould at a future 
Time take place, the utmoſt Caution muſt 
be uſed by the eſtabliſhed. Clergy not to let go 
the ancient legal Hold they now have, with- 
out their having every poſſible Security that 
the Compenſation agreed upon will be ag 
permanent as it can be made by human Wiſ- 
dom. This is a publick Concern, as well as 
that of the Clergy ; becauſe ſome gulphiſh 
Landlords perhaps wiſh to aboliſh the be/# of 
all ſocial Bleſſings, a temperate, orderly, edi- 
tying Gut rather poor, Chriſtian Clergy. 
Me have not deemed it neceſſary for us to 
read Mr. O'Leary's late Publications to vindi- | 
cate his Conduct; as we are fully porſunded 
| | | 8 that 
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mat Gentleman is innocent of the Dvplicity - 
---hich is hinted in his Tame fr Phamplet; 
is Liberality of Mind to us ſeems ſingular 
a Fryar, his Reading extenſive, and his 
eart compaſſionate. 

But, before we conclude, let us now for 
Moment ſuppoſe a Clergy Tax on Land to 
e adopted, in Lieu of their Tenths: we 
ink that, in ſuch Caſe, ſome ſmall Part of 
Produce may be appropriated to the Main- 
'-nnance of even Romiſh Clergy; ſo much, 
e mean, as may ſerve. to prevent the Charch- 
en of that Perſuaſion from receiving Money 
{or adminiſtering what they call Sacraments, 
nich are deemed ſpiritually holy, and con- 
cive to the Salvation of Souls; a Practice 
tally deſtructive of Chri/tzanity. 37 

Mendieant Fryars onght alſo, we think, to 
g abſolutely forbidden, under very ſevere Pe- 
„alties, in this Kingdom.; as they area Sort of 
_*/IMfionaries for the Eſtabliſnment of. Triſh 
,eggary, which is already too much a national 
ropenſity here. But we wiſh an Exemption 
bor Mr. OLeary, who beally ought to be plac- 
dd. above Beggary, or even Indigence. 

We alſo think that the Door of Toleration 
gught to be opened wide enough to admit 
very Cbriſtian Olergyman, whether of Preſ- 
{ yterian or other Seas, into the paſtoral or 
: >ifeopal Functions, on Condition of their 
«only and honeſtly renouncing, by a Teſt to 
: » framed for that Purpoſe, all /pzriznal and 
z-:nporal Connexion or Dependance whatſo-. 
«cr upon any foreign Power, Tribunal or. 
©” -1/difron, andprov ded the Morals, and 
z .cty of ſack Subject ſhonld abide every fair 
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Sotutin to his Credit alſo; on Condition of his 
diſcharging every appointed Duty of his Sta- 
tion. Thus we think that all CHriſtian Believer. 
would, by Degrees, coaleſce in the Spirit o: 
Peace, of Harmony, and even of Chriſtia:: 
Love; that they would,, reap the wordl 
Fruits of that heavenly Religion, at the ſamo 
Time that they would bid the faireſt for tho 
more remote Rewards of a Life to come. We 
decline entering into a Detail of the minute 
Regulations that, would be neceſſary on our 
conciliatory Plan, which is fervently recom- 
mended, by one, who wiſhes fairly to merit 
the Title of public-ſpirited . TT 
| 5 IMPARTIALIT X. 
ur E N Il K. 

We have, thro an unfeigned Reſpect for 
Legiſlature, and for Government, deferred to 
publiſh this Writing, until we ſhould be in- 
formed of a ſalutary Law being enacted for 
the Reſtraint of popular Fury: ſuch a Law, 
we are told, is now enacted ; and every Nerve 
thro' this Kingdom ought. to be exerted, to 
render it effectual; yet we preſume to hope 
that this Subject will at a future Time com: 
under the Conſideration of Legiſlaturc. 
A Mode of Tything which is manifeſtly a 
Tax or Check on Agriculture (that honeſt 
Induſtry which of all others is the moſt natural 
and the moſt conducive to publick Proſperity) 
cannot be adviſeable, If the natural, or what 
we have (perhaps improperly) called the ſpon- 
tancous . Produce of the Earth, or the Value 
3 f 5 O 
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of that | Produce, were levied, altho' ſome 
Hardſhips to Individuals ſhould be the una- 
voidable Conſequence, yet the greater Good 
to Society ought in every Caſe to preponderate 
in the Minds of Legiſlatures, and, on this 
Ground, it might neither be unjuſt nor miſ- 
chievous to tlie Community: but a dire 
OY Tax on ſuch an Induſtry as Tillage, 
and in ſuch a Kingdom as ours, nay ſo ma- 
nifeſtly ruinous to Chriſtianity, appears to us 
to have Something horrid on the Face of it. 
But, having heard one ſpecious Argument 
in Favour of the Tythe Syſtem as now eſta- 
bliſhed in Ireland, we will five our Thoughts 
upon it with that Candour which we endea- 
voured to obſerve thro' the whole of this 
Writing ; and hope, that, by this Time, the 


| Reader does not doubt our Sineerity. , 


It is infiſted on, that Proteſtant Clergy in 
Ireland, by acquitting themſelves of the 
Duties 'preſcribed to them, are entitled to 
receive the Stipend provided for them by 
the Laws of the Land for thoſe Duties and 
Services; and that they are not anſwerable 
for Diſſenters, who make Choice. of Modes 
differing from theirs, In Anſwer, to this, we 
will ſuppoſe a Cafe, which we think applica- 
ble to This Argument, yet wiſh to — our 
Minds open to Con viction on all Sides. 
Let us ſuppoſe that our Anceſtors had 
been all, or moſtly, Mahometans, at the Time 
of aſſigning the Tenths of the Land, for 
Maintenance of thoſe devoted to the Services 
of the Altar; and let us ſuppoſe, that Seven. 
. Eighths of the Nation, were at this Time of a 
Perſuaſion in Religion different * 
rom 


God's Will, than 
we not, therefore, a Right to call upon the 


„ 


from Mahometaniſm ;—let us ſuppoſe them, 
in ſhort, turned Chriſtians tere, would 
the Grant be binding in Reaſon on the Seven- 

erghths, or not. | Deg 1 | 
We cannot forte our Opinions, particularly 
on Religious Subjects; we cannot even be- 
lieve as we would wiſh to believe: we now 
believe Chriſtianity to be more agreeable to 
Mahometaniſtt ard have 


Legiſlature of our Country, to give back to 
us, Seven. eigbihs of that "Tenth; which our 
Anceſtors. had ſettled on the Mahometan 
Clergy, when we were Mahometan Worſhip- 
ers, and when we deemed their ſpiritual 
Services, to be a fair Equivalent for the 


Tenths ſo given, which Services we no longer 


claim at their Hands, or approve of, as agree. 
able to God, and conformable to our Con- 
ſcience? This to us ſeems a fait Parity in 
Reaſoning; for whether Diſſenters in Point of 


Religious Tenets become Diſſenters thro' 


Converſion, or are Diffenters on otiginal 
Religious Perſuaſion, it makes no Difference 


in the Force of the Argument, ſince Religi- 


ous Opinions are equally involuntary in both 
Caſes, and never to be removed, except by 
Reaſon, or what appears to. be fuch in the 
DT CST ͤ 
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Since our having written the foregoing 


9 
4 : 
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Animadverſions, it has been ſuggeſted to us, 


that the Lands of this Kingdom, being all, or 
moſtly in Leaſe to Farmers, and ſome of them 
let at Rents far below their feal Value, there 


muſt be prefit 9 in the Burthens on 


Farmers, 
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Farmers, in Caſe of their paying the Clergy- 
Tax; and that it could not be expected from 
the Landlords, to curtail their reſerved Rents, 
To as to remedy this Inequality, which muſt 


_ ariſe from the Tax being proportioned to 


the Quantum of the reſerved Rent for the 

Nine Parts; but, we candidly own, we can- 
not at preſent deviſe any adequate Remedy 
for, or avoid this Inequality, except by Al- 
' ternatives far worſe in our Opinion, than 
the Evil itſelf; namely, the leaving. the 
whole Buſineſs afloat, as it now is, aud to 
terminate in a ruinous Shipwreck of Relgun 
and of Agriculture, or, by employing Valua- 
tors, to obviate that 33 thro' the 
. If the Tenant, who pays a rack 
Rent for the Nine Parts, will not give from 
a fifteenth to a. Gelb Part additional Rent 
for the Tenth added (we will ſuppoſc) tothe 
Nine Parts be has in poſſeſſion, he muſt be 
a perverſe or a york weak Man; ſince he may. 
by extending his Tillage, make his Covenant 

ill more e to himſelf without 
any Limit, except the 8 2 of his Farm; 
and the Tenant who AY s his. Farm at an 
eaſy Rent, tho' his Tax ſhould thereby be 
light, has it alſo in his Power to make it ſtill 
 Thghrer by extending his Tillage in lite Man- 
ner; thro' which Encouragement, Tillage 
muſt extend, to the great Emolument of the 
Pubjick, and Employment of the farvmg Poor, 


| © Syho, at preſent, can't get Work. If, however, 


the Tenant ſhould. prove refrafory, and re- 
fuſe to take a Leaſe of the Tenths, during 
the Term in his Leaſe of the Niue Parts, the 

„„*CCC˙ VVV - - Landlord, 
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Landlord, being then in the Place of the 
Clergy, may be authoriſed by Law, to diſ- 
train or ue for the Clergy-Rent; as he is now 
for the Rents of the Nine Parts; (for Legifla- | 
ture is omnipotent.) But, if, in order to 
avoid the Inequality, Faliations were intro- 
duced, they would, we think, be productive 
of Tatricdcy,. of Brangle, and Perjury without 
End; and we earneftly wiſh our Legiſlature. 
to conſider well, and weigh which of theſe 
Alternatives is the more elle nor do we 
think that the Scales in this Caſe, would con- 
tinue long to vibrate or ballance; for the 
Tenant would, by this plain Mode, be re- 
leaſed from the Entanglements that now do, 
and for ever muſt attend the preſent thing 
Sy/tem, the varying Moduſes, the odious Proc- 
tors, the dragging Proceſſes, &c. &c. &c. he 
would enjoy Peace and Security in his Tax 
Farm, as well as in his other Holdings. But, 
the Lord of the Land, ought, we think, to be. 
reftrained from exactin more from his Ten- 
ants for the Tenths, than lie payed himſelf to 
the Clergy ; and allowed by no Means to ed. 
dle with, or finger the Clergy Tax, which, 
ought to be depoſited in the Exchequer, or 
in the Bank of Ireland. And now, to ad vert 
to the cruelly harrafſed, and m ach-to-be-pitied 
Clergy of thoſe turbulent Times, we think 
they, as well as the Landlords, and the 'Ten- 
ants, would, on this Plan, be relieved, and 
ſuffered to enjoy a guiet, peaceable Life, with 
a compet tent . they would, we 
think, be indulged in the unſpeakable Delight 
of . N from its /ong, e 
| an 
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and . traly-alarming Fuinting:ſil, that holy 
Religion, which onee ſerved to ayert, to diſ- 
alm, or molrfy. every Evil of this Life, —alſo 
to diſpenſe and heighten every Conſolation, 
beſtowed by our. NET ITN wretched: 
pyrblind Creatures of this Werd. 
And here, before, we. conclude ..this hum-, 
ble Production, we take Leave to make one 
ſhort Obſervatien, or rather give, way to an 
Effuſion of our Feelings of Good-will towards; 
our poor /2iÞrovident Illand; and, from this 
View of the Subjed, it may appear which of 
the above A/ernazrves ig elligille. 
On the Suppolition that our Legiſlature 
mean to promote the Happineſs of this 
Ki: gdom, we alk, muſt not they rejoice, when 
they ſeriouſly contemplate the. very many 
Peculiaritres of Situation and other Circum- 
ſtances, which now tempt or invite ta an Eu- 
deauour of forwarding it in ſo remote an Iſ- 
land; when they alfo conſider, that there is 
ſill one radical Remedy, for all, or moſt of 
the Evils that ſurround us, a Remedy.almoſt 
untried by Legiſlature, tho” it reaches: to 
Crimes which their qwn Experience proves to 


e beyond. the Reach. gf, and, to clude, the 
wileſt Laws they could ever frame? and, let 
us humbly preſume to wiſh that our Legiſ- 
lature would not continue for, ever, within 
the Line of Surface, , temporary, peddling. Ap- 
plicatians, enacting Laws upon Laws without 
End, which ſeem to. /oulder one another into 
Confuhon, and ſometimes into Cuntempt, 
while a more operative, and obvious Courſe 
_ of Legiſlation lies open before them. We 

„ n | are 
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nutte not ſanguine, or in Truth, chimerical 


enough to expect Perfection in Legiſlation ; 
the Frariltres and Yrees of our Nature, forbid 
ſuch idle Hopes. Advances, however, towards 
Happineſs, may reaſonably be expected, thro” 
the Wiidom of Law-givers; and we will be 
bold to'affirm, that ſcarce any Community of 
Mankind, (we believe none) ever had ſo fair 
an Opportunity to draw near to Perfection 
in Point of Happineſs, as our remote, regene- 
rated Iſland now has; (for our lately acquir- 
ed Liberty ſeems a Sort of Regeneration.) Let 
our Senators, then, endeavour to cut up the 
Roor that produces all or moſt of the Evils 
which retard our Advances towards Felicity; 
Ixaeiicion is manifeſtly hat Root; yet, 
ſtrange to think, they ſeem careleſs and inat- 
tentive to it. We have the bet and mo/t holy 
of Religions to reſort to, namely, the Religi- 
on of CHRISTH; why not ſtrain every Nerve, 
then, to reſtore primitive Chriſtianity to its 
powerful Influence over the Interior of Man? 
Is it becanſe that beſt of Religions was 
wounded, was mangled, thro' the Opulence, 
the worldly Pomp and Pride of Romiſh Cler- 

gy, and thro' their 8ETTING To SALE Things 
_ deemed holy, that its beneficent and ever- 
adorable Effects are not ſufficiently attended 
70 by our Legiſlators? We muſt own it was 
grievouſly wounded ; but it is not yet DEAD 
or 1Ts Wounds; ve think it ſtill recovera- 
ble; and we ſee, by uniform Experience, even 
in our own Days, that an humble, edifying 
and exemplary Clergy can, in ſome Degree, 
recover the orginal Spirit of it; nay, that 
| G 3 | theſe 
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theſe People, who have xo Clergy at all, draw 
nearer to it than thoſe We have rab ad 
ſplemdid ones (yet we deem that Mode to be 
in a faulty Extfeme] But, if our Law 
makers adopted the plain Liye of reviving 
Chriftianity, we are ecrtain that it would 
fpare them the Fronble and Mortification of 
many 1Nefectugal Contrivances and, well: meant 
Eflorts to repreſs Vice, by reſtrictive Laws 
without End; ard we beg Leave: to als, 
would ſueh Chriſtianity ſuffer the gᷣanctity of 
an aih to die away in the Eſtimation of Men, 
as js at this Time dregdfully and natsarrouſe the. 
Caſe'? Seeondly: Would it countenance 
iv hat may be called Natipnal and ever: ruin- 
oyg-Jnebriation? Thirdly: Would it indulge 
the Spirit of Iriſh Larcexy. and Jying ſo ſhama· 
fully prevalent in the lower Claſſes of this 
Kingdem? - Foarthly-;: Would it net give 
ſome Check to concealed Di/bone/fty and 
Hraud in Dealing? Fifthly: Would not gut- 
threat, Sauger, be re probated and controul- 
ed by it Sixthly: Would it overlock the 

Sly, the horrid, the 77//dzaus Spirit of Cam- 
bling, ſo deſtructive of every moral Prinsiple, 
and ſe fright/iz/{y.on the Eucreaſę among us? 
Seventhly: Would it not combat immoral, 
Vibidinaus Eſcapes and Seducliont? Eighthly: 
Would it- not - oppo/e barefaced Luxury and 
DAR FnG: CoRR vPTlon? Ninthly: Would 
ſhameleſs Ser/ua/rty and Foluptuauſnefs eſcape 
its Notice? Tenthly: Would it not counter r- 
add in ſome Degree /ararid Avarice, wild Aubi- 


re Hons 
* Quakeriſm. 
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tim, ind the Contagion of em unity? 
Fleventhly : Would it not temper or mollił 
bitter ln, barſh Ill nature, faftidions Pride, 
and baſe Tngratitnde -In a Word, what 
Enormity, what Tranſgreſſions of - Human 
Nature would it not #ofe or Jeſs counteraQt? 
The Catalogue of its Benefits would be end- 
leſs, as Heavenly Charity, Conciliation, and 
plain UTiL1TyY would be its Favourites. Yet, 
alas! Rehgion is ſeldom mentioned in our 
Law-grving Hoyſe, altho long Experience (as 
we have already advanced) proves, that not 
one of theſe Paſſions fails to impair the Hap- 
pineſs of Society; yet not / nuch as one in 
this long Catalogue, can, in any conſiderable 
Degree, be curbed, nor even reached of come 
at, by Laws merely Human, whoſe SanQiohs 
are and muſt be drawn from wyr /dfy Fear. 
Here, then, we have taken Leave to Point 
out the only Paxucea or univerſal Remedy, 
without which, we think that the ſurface 
Cobbling of endleſs Acts of Parliament, (tho 
well-intended, and in /one Degree aul) are, 
however, :rmoptrazioe, in Compariſon wi rn 
THAT ONE MATN-SFRI NV. We preſume, 
therefore, humbly to beſeech our Legiſlature, 
to turn their Attention more than they have 
hitherto done, towards this moſt important 
Object, as the only rational Reſource, they 
ean recur to, finding demon/tradly, that all 
others ha ve in a Sort failed in he EYed, let 
them ſeriduſly endea vour the Revival of Px t- 
Merve CURISTIANETY, 
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To introduce Riches by Commercial Trea- 
ties, and other Means, into our Iſland is no 
doubt /audable ; it is the prevalent Humour of 
our Times: but to ſtudy and practiſe the moſt 
effectual Methods of di/fributing thoſe Riches 
(thro! their own: Induſtry) to the inferior 
Claſſes of Society, and to N the Enjoy- 
ment of them by Means of pure Religion, is 
ſtill more /audah/e; becauſe when not ſo dif- 
fuſed and ſo ſweetened, they ſerve only (as 
in a neighbour Nation) to give a little ad- 
ditional Gilding, a few glitterring Spangles 
to the already painted (ſhall we ſay)-Comur! 
Cards of Society ; the overgrown, the tumid 
Magnates of this Earth. . 

Happineſs 1s properly and ultimately the 
Object of /eg1//atrve as well as of individual 
Reaſon; Wealth is ſought for as the Means of 
attaining that Happineſs; and, admitting 
it as a Means, Wealth cannot however be 
largely extended to the inferior or labouring 
Claſſes ; but Religion can 10 all, and, in Truth, 
more 257 ly to thoſe Claſſes, whe wed it not; 
not only as a Guide to their Ignorance, but 
as a Conſolation for the Want of Wealth. 
This Facility is a LUCKY Circumſtance ; for 
pure Religion is D ꝗ ic, it is anodyne, to the 
poor, to the old and to the firm, ſubduing 
the Mind to Reſignation with Regard to pre- 
ſent Evils; nor are its Comforts rejected by 
the young by the healthy and ricb, unleſs they 
happen to be alſo rich Fools, whoſe Hearts 
are either orpid or crippled,” or whoſe Heads 
are /hallow and frivolous, Here we think the 
| Saying of a wiſe Man is applicable, namely 
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Quid Leges, fine moribus, vane? viz. what 
avail Laws, unſupported by the Mariners ? 
the famous Anſwer of Lycurgus may alſo be 
applicable in this Caſe, who, being aſked why 
he did not cauſe his Laws to be written ? an- 
ſwered, that good Manners needed no Laus: 
and we aſk, what benign, rue Chriftian Be- 
liever was ever reprebenſible in the Eyes of 
any good Laws, or of any good Men? ſo that 
Chriſtianity is the beſt Former of the Man- 
ners. 
What wiſe Legiſlature therefore would an- 
nihilate ſo Heavenly a Remedy by a manife/? 
 Mockery of it, which a rich and a ſplendid, 
a pompous or imperious Prieſthood would 
certainly be ? for, {Good God muſt we Repeat 
1?) Chriſt was alſo poor and humble; yet, he 
Wo.a,s the diſtinguiſhed Mode] of public Spirit; 
he died for publick Good, he deſpiſed Ye2a/th 
and worldly Fre-eminence; Charity and UT1L1- 
rr formed the tenor of his ſuffering Life; 
they are now the natural Fruit of his Death; 
but ſuch Contraſts ſtrike (as the French ex- 
preſs it,) /zap to the Eye, ſautent aux" yieux. 
We now humbly challenge the Reader to 
point out any one Inſtance, where a Rich 
and powerful Prieſthood Faz/ed to ſlacken or 
to deſtroy the Spirit of primitive Chriſtianity 
in the Hearts of their reſpecti ve Congregati- 
ons; if then our Legiſlature really mean, in 
good Earneſt to promote publick Happineſs 
they will lay the Ax 10 tbe Root, but they will 
not, we hope forget, tbat Chriſtian Tender- 
neſs and Charity ought to pervade that re- 
ludant Operation, with Regard to the preſent 
GRE OST} & - od? Poſieffors - + 
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Poſſe 72 of Church Emoluments during their 


natural Lrves, many of whom being, no 
Doubt, very worthy, very Charitable and reſ- 


pedlable Men, may pofſzbly co-operate in pro- 


moting this Legiſlative dom and Yirtue, 


if ſuch 1n ws e hel deem it to 
be. 


e except by aboliſhing t the 1 in 
Syſtem of Tythes: the ſecond we think; re- 
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quires a Mediogrity in Wealth and Power 
to be, the. Condition of Chriſtian Clergy': for 


. the. third, viz, Agriculture, (which We had 
Almoſt called Holy) bt, Propoſed » a, general 


"Encouragement: by a e of fixing a Mode- 


rate unbatying Tythe or Clergy Ta: ax, 85 ther 


Commutation Rent, 
And, Natio pl Felicity beit c gur only 


Aim, (in * h the Object? our Tuling 


* on,) we. 1900 now add Tos Lines in this 
Oben to convey our Thoughts on, other 
bitruQions, to Hib ernia's Happineſs, | 

"The Word Imptovidence, as 4 genetick 


M1 


Term, will, we e, take in all, or moſt 
of theſe, obſtructing Branches, Which it 


would be impoflible 73 enumerate. This Sort 


ol Imbecility, as it eludes the Controls of 
Law, and even of Religion, creates more 


Miſery in poor Ireland, than it does perhaps 
in any other Nation; the Love of port. Itbed, 


igitive, ſuperficral Pleaſure, f in Preference to 
ie more permanent and | beart-felt ones, is 


what 


nn 


what we call Inprovidence; the former being 
generally at the Expence of the latter; with 
us it pervades in ſome Degree every Claſs 
of Society: its common and indeed its true 
Name is For; and, therefore it has one. 
able Antagoniſt in the human Heart, namely, 
our Pride, or rather our Reliſi for. Self ap- 
probation, and that of others ; but, as even 
that Sentiment proves often too weak in the 
Conflict, and, as that Opponent muſt be the 


Gift of Nature, we will attempt one more 


pradtically uſeful. 3 
And, as the Modes of a more enlarged 
Education, are at this Time the Objects of 
legiſlative Conſideration, a Thought has 


occurred to us, that as Literature is generall 


the Object of Schools, and Chriſtianii the 
more noble Object of Sunday Schools; ſo we 
wiſh for ſomething like Meet -Day Schools, to 
obviate the Improvidence which we are ſo 
famed for, and to promote manual Labour, 
which generally is palpable Utility both to the 
Individual and to the Publick : we think that, 
in every Pariſh of this Nation, wherein a 
Church may be thought neceſſary, it may 


alſo be deemed adviſeable to ere a ſmall 


Edifice, in the Nature of a Veet. Day School 
of Induſtry for Children, whereby to cut the 
Root of national Improvidence: In this School 
ſome eaſy Taſt work may be deviſed for thoſe of 
a certain Ape and Deſcription, as is the 
Practice in Holland; whereby they might 
earn ſome ſmall Sum, and be drawn by De- 
grees to reliſh the Fruits of their own little 
| 14 1 2 
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Labour, for which they might buy Fruit, 
Toys or the like to Pease themſelves ; and 
thus Habits may be in ſome Degree formed or 
planted in the early Stages of Life, which 
could not ſo eaſily be afterwards eſtabliſhed. 
Some Contrivance like this would, we think, 
be the beſt Antidote or Counterpoiſon againſt 
national Improvidence ; it * accuſtom 
the Eye of the young Mind to ſee Things at 
ſome Diſtance, (an improvement which Ap- 
prentices in general are Strangers to;) lr 
Apprenticeſhips are rather diſguſting to the 
Mind, tho” neceſſary for bodily Labour: this 
habit would by Degrees extend itſelf to Ob- 
jects ſtill more remote, and mark the Line of 
Diſtinction between he Brute and the Man, 
which in very many Hibernians, is ſcarce per- 
cetvable: ſew Beaſts ſeem to have Foreſight, yet 
ſome there are that may be deemed a Reproach 
to Iriſh; Improvidence, which is proverbially 
noticed by ſome of our Neighbour Nations, 
to our Knowledge, as we have often heard 
the French Expreſſion 1r/andors bete, in Eng- 
Im animali/h, imiprovident, Triſh. © 

And, with Regard to the preſent grinding 
the Poor of Ireland we will here ſabjoin a ſhort . 
Dialogue between an 1r:/þ Legi/lator, and an 
705 Landed Man of the general Run. 

Leg ;/lator, We Law-makers have parcelled 
out the' Commonage of Nature among us the 
Landed Men to obviate the ſhocking Miſe- 
ries that attended that Commonage; but if, 
thro', our having appropriated that Common- 
age, we. find Abuſes and a new Set of Publick 


| Memes WALES. on that moſt alutary of all 


Laws, 


— 
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Laws, namely the Protection of Property, 
have we not ſtill, as your Delegates, a Right 
to ordain ſuch Commutations, or Regulations: 


regarding that Property, as muſt manife/tly 


promote a Removal of zhoſe Miſeries, without 


producing any countervailing Evi? The 


word Salus Populi implies the Safety of the 


publick'or an Abatement of publick Miſery : 
it is therefore a Degree of Felicitas Popul, 
and we think that Felicitas Populr to be 


grounded on or warranted by the ſame Prin- 
ciple; it is therefore entitled to the Term of 
ſuprema Lex, or the ſupreme Law. See Mr. 
Lock's Treatiſe on civil Government, Chap. 11. 


Landed Man. You may Sir be right in 


Theory; but it would be practically dange- 
rous in Society to unhinge the old Laws 
touching Property: tho” you Senators, are 


what we call omnipotent ; as our Delegates, you 
ought to be very cautious how you ordain 


any Law, that trenches upon, or abridges the 


Power of Individuals over their Property; 


for Inſtance, if I were denied the Liberty of 
ſelling or ſetting my Land to the faireſt or 
| beſt Bidder, or to beſtow it to whom I ſhould: 


think proper, could that Land be in Strict- 
neſs called my Property? 


Legiſlator. Ves, I think it might, provided 


we, your Repreſentatives, or Delegates, did 
only circumſcribe that Dominion in a few 
particular Branches of it, and that manife/tly 
on the ſame Principle or Motiue that we firſt 
parcelled out the Commonage of Nature into 
ſeparate or diſtinct Properties, and, as Caſu- 
iſts call it pro meliort bono; that is, where the 


public 
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public Benefit would be confeſledly counter- 
e and -upomhiguouſly ſo by ſuch Mea. | 
ure 

And let us ſuppoſe, my landed F nend. three | 
Mouths out of four thro this Kingdom to he 
no ve with the Root called Potatoes, and 
that the Peaſantry are ground down to,Death's 
Door by our ſetting our. Lands to them, at 
Rateacheyond. theit Reach; ought we, not in 
ſuch Caſeè, as Legiſlators, to cixcumſeribe yours 
and dur own. Prices to ſome more moderate 
Standard for the poor Peaſant cries, ** Ha If a 
Loaf ts better than ud Bread; and he is there- 
fore under a-Necef/ety. of promi ing. whatever. 
Rent is aſked of him. Ought we not then 
in Conjcrence, to confine you, ourſelves,,. and 
aur Tenantry, to a certain Number of Pounds 
or Ounces: of ſtamped Bullion, (which we 
call; Ane for every Acre of, Land ſown 
with hat. Root in particular? But we wiſh 
only to enact ſueh reſtrictive Laws, ſo as to 
expire; ſuppoſe from ten Years to ten Vears, 
leſt the encreaſing Cheapneſs of Money ſhould 
render it reaſonable. to N the Meaſures 
of ſuch Reſtrictions. 

Landed Man. But is it not to he Garad, Sir, 
that theſe Checks, as to the Uſe of our 1 5 
perty, may be adduced as a Precedent to en- 
Crouch ſtill farther on ſo ſacred a Right, and 
on «oxy og leſs ee than the prolent con- 
fefledly | 

Le — No; for Leg! i/atures. are not, 
like Fudicatures, to be guided by Precedents, 
and is not the Land that you and I now poſ- 
ſeſs as a Property defended from us by a Law 
that . the burning of the Soil, tho' we 
| ; | _ ſhould 


e 
| ſhould be offered Twenty Phunds per Acre for 
the Liberty of Butniiig it? Don't new Roads, 
and many other Improvements, ſuperſede the 
Right of Private Property in Favour of Pub- 
lic Good*d6r Felicity? and the only Reaſon, 
miy Friend, for bur not attentpting ſomething 
of this Sort At the prèſent'Criſſs, is certainly, 
a good and valid one, namely, the füffering 
the popular Ferment to ſubſide, leſt they 
ſhould imagine that they carried their Point 
by Force or tumultous Riot; ſo that Reaſon, 
not Precedent, in Stridtneſs, is the Guide of 
Legiſlators. q 
Having now done with this Dialogu re- 
garding 113 we will once more id- 
vert to a general Argument urged in Favour 
of Wealth in the Clerical Body, which is, their 
charitable, benign, and exemplary Diſpoſal of 
that Wealth. This, we will own, does ſome- 
times plead powerfully for them ; but the 
Miſchief ariſes from their having that Drfþo- 
ſal of it, for the Reaſons already adduced, 
and becauſe Charity is more obſervable and 
exemplary in the Widow's Mite, than it is in 
the oſtentatious Bounty of an Arch-b:/hop of 
Toledo, whoſe princely Income is above One 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds a Year; and one 
wealthy, diſſolute, licentious, or even crabbed 
Prieſt, is oftener ſpoken of, than a thouſand 
ſtately half-chavitable Dignitaries are. 
Clergy are alſo apt to aſcribe more Merit 
to the removing the Ignorance of the lower 
Claſſes of Mankind, than is fairly due; as if the 
Spirit of Chriſtianity depended on Learning: 
but we ſee that it does not ſo depend; for 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt were unlearned, and 
n m eren 
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even St. Paul was a Sail-maker by Trade; 
on the contrary; we ſec every Day that Ha, 
Learning, or Wry Learning, ſerves rather to 
bewilder, than to enlighten ; becauſe ſuch 
feeds Seſſconceit, which is apt to grow peev;/h 
at the Diſcovery of our own FALLIBILITY 
or Inferiority to others in Point of er or 
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